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Riccards  meets  with  APC 


by  AnneMarie  Donahue 

"I'm  not  going  to  give  any  'speech 
from  the  throne',"  President  Riccards 
told  the  members  of  Academic  Policies 
Committee  on  Wednesday,  Dec.  2.  The 
meeting,  which  began  at  3:30  p.m.,  and 
ran  well  into  the  evening,  was  held  in 
Miller  Hall  Oval.  President  Riccards 
was  in  attendance  to  aid  in  the  discus- 
sion and  understanding  of  the  proposals 
he  submitted  to  ACC  in  September. 

Academic  Policies  Committee,  a  sub 
committee  of  All  College  Committee, 
was  given  several  of  the  now  23  propos- 
als for  their  consideration  by  ACC. 
ACC  would  then  listen  to  APC's  con- 
cerns and  vote  on  the  proposals. 
However,  at  the  last  meeting  of  APC, 
held  Nov.  18,  the  committee  adjourned 
only  a  half  an  hour  after  calling  the 
meeting  to  order  because  of  a  response 
from  President  Riccards.  APC  had 
asked  about  the  fate  of  ACC  No.  12,  a 
proposal  that  had  been  voted  on,  passed, 


and  then  disregarded. 

When  the  president's  response  came, 
it  was  the  general  consensus  of  the  com- 
mittee that  it  didn't  properly  answer  their 
inquiry.  To  rectify  this,  Dr.  Riccards, 
attended  a  meeting  to  better  fufill  the 
committee's  request  for  information. 

"You  used  the  word  'recommenda- 
tions', I  don't  think  that  any  of  us  on 
APC  thought  they  were  recommenda- 
tions," Barry  Light,  Chair  of  APC,  told 
President  Riccards. 

"It  cost  the  institution  well  over  one 
million  dollars  to  accept  those  changes. 
In  my  letter  back  to  the  ACC  I  said  that 
I  would  expect  the  Vice  President  to 
report  back  to  me,"  President  Riccards 
explained  to  the  group.  He  then  went 
on  to  explain  that  many  Category  One 
students,  whose  SAT  scores  did  not 
meet  the  requirement  established  by 
ACC  No.  12,  were  accepted  and 
allowed  to  enroll  at  FSC  because  of  low 
general  enrollment.  "We're  losing  peo- 
ple to  the  Mass  College  of  Art." 


President  Riccards  addressed 
the  APC  on  December  2. 

Amoung  other  reasons  as  to  why  FSC 
has  a  low  enrollment,  the  area  in  which 
the  college  is  situated  was  discussed. 
"We  live  in  a  very  dangerous  neighbor- 
hood and  that  hurts  enrollment." 

However,  regardless  of  how  below 
the  required  average  standard  the  stu- 
dents    fell,      they      were      admitted. 

Continued,  pg  2 


Sean  Sasser  speaks  at  FSC 


by  AnneMarie  Donahue 

On  Thursday,  December  3, 1  was  for- 
tunate enough  to  be  invited  by  the 
freshman  class  officers  to  share  an 
evening  with  Sean  Sasser,  a  member  of 
MTV's  famed  San  Franscico  cast. 
While  several  members  of  the  SGA 
and  I  met  in  the  faculty  dining  lounge 
to  await  his  arrival,  I  noticed  they  were 
all  just  as  nervous  as  I  was,  but  they 
didn't  have  to  interview  him. 

Promptly  at  5:30,  Sasser  arrived  and 
was  first  greeted  with  a  wave  of 
silence,  then  attacked  with  conversa- 
tion and  questions  from  all  sides.  As 
guests  chatted,  they  got  drinks  and  din- 
ner, provided  by  Chartwell,  then  sat 
down  to  enjoy  a  meal  with  one  thought 
to  be  one  of  the  most  instrumental 
AIDS/HIV  educators  of  our  time. 


Sasser  with  Freshman  officers 

"So  what  do  you  guys  do  for  fun?" 
Sasser  said  to  get  the  conversation 
rolling.  Everyone  laughed  a  little,  and 
the  evening  lightened  immensely. 
Sasser,  who  seemed  just  as  curious 
about  the  other  guests  as  they  did  him 
began  by  going  around  the  table  to  find 
out  everyone's  name  and  course  of 
study.  After  being  aided  by  Sasser' s 
outgoing  attitude,  the  rest  of  the  group 
was  able  to  relax  and  talk  with  more  ease. 

Then  after  approximately  an  hour 
Sasser,   and   SGA    members   Richard 

Continued,  pg  7 


Music  to  ring  in 
FSC  holidays 

by  Presley  Reese 

The  Fitchburg  State 
College  Humanities 
Department       will 
present   its   annual 
Winter  Concert  on  Dec. 
9  at  7:30  p.m.  in  Weston 
Auditorium. 

Music  Professor  John 
Hoffacker  will  conduct 
the    college's    concert 
choir  in  his  arrange- 
ment of  the  medieval 
carol       "Gaudete!" 
("Celebrate!").    The 
choir  will  also  sing 
music    by    Mozart 
and  William  Boyce, 
an  African- 

Continued,  pg  2 


News 


FSC  lights  up  for  the  holiday 


by  AnneMarie  Donahue 

Tis  the  season  on  the  campus  of 
Fitchburg  State  College!  On  Thursday. 
Dec.  3.  FSC  President  Michael 
Riccards  and  SGA  President  Shawn 
Wenzlick  joined  with  the  student  body 
for  the  tree  lighting  ceremony  of  the 
Campus  Holiday  Season  on  the  quad. 

Many  students  showed  up  on 
Thursday.  It  was  unseasonably  warm  . 
which  made  it  very  easy  for  everyone 
to  enjoy  their  time  outside. 

A  small  fire  burned  in  a  nearby  steel 
drum  that  provided  not  only  warmth, 
but  a  lovely  aroma,  which  reminded 
many  people  of  bonfires.  The  lighting 
took  place  at  4  p.m.,  and  went  off  with 
only  a  slight  "glitch"  (which  only  man- 
aged to  add  to  the  general  feeling  of 
good  will  generated  by  the  festival). 

The  tree  is  located  on  the  side  of  the 
campus  security  building.    Many  stu- 


dents shared  their 
enthusiasm  for  the 
break  and  their 
delight  in  starting 
the  season  early. 

"This  is  great." 
Sally  Sotherden.  a 
freshman  nursing 
student  said.  "I'm 
really  glad  to  see 
this.  Some 

schools  don't 
acknowledge    the 

season  in  their  strive  to  be  the  most 
politically  correct,  but  this  is  some- 
thing that  everyone  can  enjoy." 

"I  think  that's  kind  of  funny,"  Marne 
Stamper,  a  friend  of  Sally's  who  stood 
close  by  remarked.  "I'm  a  Wiccan  and 
our  holidays  are  celebrations  of  the  sea- 
son change,  so  when  I  saw  the  poster 
that  read,  'Celebrate  the  Spirit  of  the 


Presidents  Riccards  and  Shawn  Wenzlick 


Season'  I  almost  laughed!  I  thought. 
I'm  going  to  an  all  Wiccan  school!" 

The  students  were  entertained  by  the 
choir  that  sang  before,  during  and  after 
the  successful  attempt  to  light  the  tree, 
as  well  as  the  accompanying  concert 
band. 

The  event  was  seemingly  enjoyed  by 
all  attending  students.  It  gave  them  a 
break  from  exam  preparation. 


A  PC  Continued  from  cover 

President  Riccards  feels  that  FSC  will 
produce  an  excellent  graudate.  "While 
I  find  it  difficult  to  control  the  quality  of 
the  students  coming  in,  I  do  want  to 
control  the  quality  of  students  while 
they  are  here." 

Raising  the  admissions  level  is 
important  because,  unlike  former  FSC 
President  Mara  who  believed  that  the 
way  to  raise  enrollment  to  this  school  is 
to  open  the  door  to  anyone  who'd 
come,  President  Riccards  believes, 
"you  cannot  accept  a  large  number  of 
unqualified  students  who  are  not  ready 
to  attend  a  serious  institution." 

Before  leaving  the  meeting,  President 
Riccards  stressed  his  appreciation  and 
neseccity  for  the  hard  work  and  effort  put 
forth  by  APC.  "You're  work  has  been 
inportant  to  me  for  the  past  3  Vi  years  and 
it  will  continue  to  be  important." 

After  the  meeting  between  President 
Riccards,  and  his  aid,  APC  began  new 
business  with  bringing  ACC  No.  2  to 
the  table  for  discussion.  This  proposal 
was  to  "change  the  Academic  Calender 
for  1998-1999  to  include  January  11-15 
as  a  time  for  faculty  to  return  voluntari- 
ly for  implementation  discussions  for 
new  Academic  Standards  and  ways  to 
achieve  academic  rigor." 

During  the  discussion  an  APC  mem- 


ber argued  the  necessity  of  an  entire 
week,  claiming  that  possibly  the  infor- 
mation could  be  shared  in  a  day,  or 
weekend. 

This  proposal  was  voted  on  and 
failed  with  four  in  favor,  five  opposed 
and  two  abstaining. 

Then  ACC  No.  17  was  brought  into 
discussion.  This  proposal  concerned 
the  Carnegie  Unit,  was  voted  on  and 
past  with  little  discussion.  Of  the  vote 
9  were  in  favor,  none  were  opposed  and 
two  were  abstaining. 

ACC  No.  7,  which  stands  to  change 
the  Common  Graduation  Requirements 
to  include  the  "successful  completion  of 
a  nationally-normed  discipline-based 
exam  chosen  by  the  department."  This 
proposal  met  with  the  concern  of  not 
only  the  students  present  at  the  meeting 
but  much  of  the  faculty  as  well. 

Many  of  the  members  of  APC  felt 
that  this  could  be  difficult  to  administer 
for  majors  that  would  appear  to  have  no 
tests  to  graduate  from.  Such  as  Clinical 
Labaroty  Science  and 

Communications/Media,  who's  stu- 
dents make  up  a  large  portion  of  the  stu- 
dent body.  Also  concern  over  who 
would  incur  the  cost  of  such  tests  were 
brought  up. 

"These  tests  can  be  very  expensive." 


One  member  remarked. 

The  proposal  was  then  reworded  to 
be  more  applicable  to  "succesful  com- 
pletion of  an  appropriate  Nationally- 
normed  discipline-based  exam  chosen 
by  the  department." 

Also  the  amendment  included  a 
chance  for  exemptions  that  could  be 
granted  by  the  vice  president  of  acade- 
mic affiars  when  a  department  shows  it 
conflicts  with  accrediation  require- 
ments." 

This  proposal  was  voted  and  passed 
as  amended,  eight  in  favor,  two 
opposed  and  none  abstaining. 

ACC  No.  13,  the  proposal  "to  change 
the  Grading  Policy  to: 
4.0      A      100-92%  IN       Incomplete 
3.0      B        91-85%  W       Withdrawal 
2.0      C         84-78%  S         Satifactory 
1.0     D       77-70%  U      Unsatisfactory 
0.0      F         69-00%  AU      Audit 
was  rescinded  by  President   Riccards 
and  is  no  longer  a  proposal. 

The  proposals  that  APC  voted  on  at 
this  meeting  will  be  passed  along  to 
ACC,  who  will  meet  Wed.,  Dec.  16,  to 
vote  for  the  proposals. 

The  meeting  will  be  held  in  Miller 
Hall  Oval  at  3:30  p.m..  All  students  are 
encouraged  to  attend. 


Winter  Continued  from  cover 

American  spiritual,   and  the  Swedish 
carol  "Jul,  Jul." 

The  Chamber  Singers,  the  college's 
select  chorus,  will  perform  music  both 
sacred  and  secular,  including  the  popu- 
lar Frankie  Lymon  hit,  "Why  Do  Fools 
Fall  in  Love?"  and  Dan  Fogelberg's 
"Longer." 

The  Concert  Band  will  perform  a  vari- 
ety of  music,  including  a  medley  of 
Christmas  favorites  and  a  selection  of 
music  in  celebration  of  Hanukkah. 
Featured  soloists  will  include  trumpeters 
William  Bourbeau  of  Townsend.  David 
Hemenway  of  Leominster,  Michael 
Siplas  of  Fitchburg,  and  Brandon 
Wightman  of  Winchendon.  Percussionist 
Jo-Ann  Gerde  of  Gardner  will  perform 
the  lively  'Trumpercussion"  by  Frank 
Cofield.  Senior  Aaron  Bigmore,  a  tenor 
saxophone  soloist  from  Salem,  will  per- 
form with  the  FSC  Jazz  Ensemble. 

The  concert  is  Hoffacker's  first  appear- 
ance with  the  Fitchburg  State  choirs 
since  joining  the  faculty  in  September. 
In  addition  to  his  work  at  the  college,  he 
also  conducts  the  Cantemus  Chamber 
Chorus,  16  Singers,  and  the  Hamilton 
Orchestra. 

"I've  been  thrilled  by  the  enthusiasm 
of  these  student  singers."  said  Hoffacker. 
"Many  of  them  come  to  us  from  excel- 
lent high  school  programs,  so  they  bring 
a  lot  of  skill  and  intelligence  to  their 
singing.  And  they  love  to  perform!  This 
is  going  to  b  a  wonderful  concert." 

David  Lasky,  organist  and  music 
director  of  St.  Cecilia's  Church  in 
Leominster,  is  accompanist  for  the 
FSC  choirs. 

"This  evening  of  tighter  music  should 
be  a  pleasure  to  all,"  said  Frank 
Patterson,  longtime  director  of  bands  at 
Fitchburg  State  and  chair  of  the 
Massachusetts  chapter  of  the  College 
Band  Directors  National  Association. 

Fitchburg  State  band  officers  include: 
Brandy  Sales  of  Burlington,  president 
Brandi-Ann  Taylor  of  Manchester,  NH 
vice  president;  Alecia  Miller  of  Ashby 
secretary/treasurer;  Michael  Siplas  ol 
Fitchburg,  manager;  and  Williair 
Bourbeau  of  Townsend.  librarian. 

Tickets,  S3  each,  may  be  purchased  a 
the  door  on  the  night  of  the  performance 
Fitchburg  State  students,  children  an< 
senior  citizens  will  be  admitted  free.  Fo 
more  information,  contact  Patterson  a 
(978)  665-3278  or  Hoffacker  at  (978 
665-3458. 


ABSOLUTE  SPRING  BREAK.... 

"TAKE  2" 

Organize  a  small  group  and  Earn  2  Free  Trips  & 

$$$$. 

Hottest  Destinations!  Lowest  Prices!  Fr:  $99 

**Free  Drinks,  parties!! 

**Limited  Offer""  1-800-426-7710 

www.sunsplashtours.com 


SPRING  BREAK 

Best  Hotels,  Parties,  Prices.  Book  Early 

and  Save!! 
Earn  Money  +  Free  Trips  !  Campus  Reps  / 

Organizations  Wanted 

Inter-Campus  programs  1-800-327-6013 

www.icpt.com 


Sterling:  mature  and  responsible  person 
wanted  to  provide  loving  care  for  our  6 
month  old  son  and  to  plan  and  supervise 
activities  for  our  3  year  old  daughter.  40 
hrs/wk  (times  negotiable)  Must  have  own 
transportation.  Esperience  and  references 
required.  (978)  422-9676. 
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Fitchburg  State  College  Rome 
Study  Aboard 

Information  regarding  the  SUmmer  1999  FSC  Rome 

Study  Abroad  Program  is  now  available  for  viewing  on 

the  FSC  homepage. 

The  URL  address  is 
http://www.  fsc.  edu/~rome/ 
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Drugs  abused  at  the 
"Leadership  College" 


by  Mel  Creamer 

Some  students  come  to  Fitchburg 
State  College  for  an  education,  but 
unfortunately  many  come  to  realize 
that  FSC  is  swarmed  with  drugs. 

As  a  fifth  year  student  of  FSC,  I 
have  seen  and  experienced  a  lot 
relating  to  drugs  and  drug  use.  The 
experiences  I  have  had  should  be 
enough  for  a  life  time  membership  to 
Counseling  Services. 

For  two  years,  I  spent  more  time 
smoking  pot  than  going  to  class.  I 
drank  almost  every  day  and  never 
missed  a  keg  party.  I  can't  begin  to 
recall  the  number  of  bad  experiences 
I  have  had.  There  were  many  nights 
I  passed  out  from  drinking  and 
smoking  too  much.  Some  nights  I 
stayed  up  all  night  getting  sick  and  I 
prayed  to  God  that  if  he  made  it  stop, 
I  would  never  do  it  again.  Then,  the 
next  day  came,  and  I  smoked  and  I 
drank.  During  this  time.  I  managed 
to  loose  the  respect  of  my  professors, 
family  and  friends.  I  wasted  two 
years  of  a  good  education  because  I 
would  rather  get  high,  than  do  some- 
thing productive  with  my  life. 

I  have  been  surrounded  by  drugs 
for  the  last  two  years.  Drugs  has 
destroyed  the  person  who  I  most  care 
about  in  this  world.  I  have  seen  her 
life  crumble  before  my  eyes.  She 
was  twenty  minutes  from  death  after 
her  friend  fell  asleep  at  the  wheel  of 
her  car.  The  car  accident  killed  her 
friend,  and  seriously  injured  the  third 
passenger.  She  was  hospitalized  for 
eight  days  and  within  minutes  of 
returning  to  Fitchburg,  she  began 
using  again.  The  hardest  thing  to 
accept  is  that  I  can  see  her  dying 


"The  "Leadership 

College"  has  more  to 

offer  than  a  potpourri  of 

drugs  and  keg  parties. " 

inside  and  there  is  nothing  more  I 
can  do  to  help  her.  This  situation  has 
been  more  difficult  than  anything  I 
have  had  to  deal  with  at  FSC. 

Its  unfortunate  that  so  many  peo- 
ple feel  the  need  to  use  drugs 
because  they  can  not  deal  with  the 
stress  of  daily  life.  Using  drugs 
weakens  your  mind,  and  let's  face  it 
we  are  here  to  get  an  education.  You 
see  the  ads  on  television,  a  young 
person  says,  as  she  is  smoking  a 
joint.  Til  never  become  an  addict. 
It  will  never  happen  to  me."  I  have 
seen  it  happen  to  too  many  people. 
Drugs  takes  hold  of  your  mind  and 
body  faster  than  you  can  say  "pot". 
Before  you  know  it,  you  can't  go  a 
day  without  a  fix. 

I  speak  from  personal  experience. 

I  can  understand  the  need  to  wind 
down  after  a  stressful  day  at  school  or 
work.  Using  drugs  is  not  the  answer. 
Smoking  pot,  doing  a  line  of  coke, 
crystal,  or  K  is  so  unproductive,  not  to 
mention,  it  is  illegal.  The  "Leadership 
College"  has  more  to  offer  than  a  pot- 
pourri of  drugs  and  keg  parties.  Here 
are  some  suggestions:  Join  the 
Volunteer  Center,  get  involved  in  the 
theater  program,  join  an  athletic  team, 
or  simply  pick  up  a  book. 

Drugs  are  everywhere  at  FSC. 
The  temptation  will  always  be  there, 
and  if  you  accept,  you  take  the  risk  of 
becoming  another  statistic.  I  should 
know.  I  was  one. 


Falcon  Players  are  perverse 


Good  Luck  during  finals 


by  AnneMarie  Donahue 

The  Falcon  Players  of  Fitchburg  State 
College  will  put  on  David  Mamet's  play, 
"Sexual  Perversity  in  Chicago."  The 
play,  which  follows  the  lives  of  four 
young  people  in  Chicago  focuses  on 
their  frustrations  with  single  life,  dating, 
relationships  and  mainly:  SEX. 

Danny  and  Deb  are  a  couple  whose 
relationship  is  preyed  upon  and 
demised  by  Dan's  friend  Bernie,  a  mid- 
dle-aged man  who's  insane  contempt 
for  the  opposite  sex  is  anything  but 
detrimental  in  his  ability  to  "get 
broads."  The  mild  mannered  Danny  is 
played  by  Mike  Shine,  while  his  evil 
doppleganger,  Bemie  is  portrayed  by 
Sean  O'Mally.  Deb  is  the  girlfriend 
and  roommate  of  kindergarten  teacher 
Joan.  Deb,  played  Adrianne  Lucier,  is 
content,  if  not  slightly  bored  by  her 
relationship  with  Danny.    While  Joan, 


Sarah  Billington.  is  searching  for  a  man 
who  doesn't  make  her  skin  crawl,  a  tall 
order  in  Chicago. 

Sexual  Perversity  in  Chicago  is  a 
mature  show  with  very  mature  subject 
matter  dealing  with  sexuality,  relation- 
ships and  frustation  faced  by  young 
people  during  the  sexual  revolution. 
This  show  will  have  a  17-year-old 
requirement  and  you  will  need  your 
id's  because  you  will  be  carded. 

The  play  will  run  from  Wednesday, 
December  9  until  Saturday,  December 
12,  each  night  shows  begin  at  8  p.m.. 
On  Wednesday,  Dec.  9,  and  Thursday 
Dec.  10,  the  performances  can  be  seen 
in  HomesBase  theater,  located  directly 
under  the  Holmes  Dinning  Common. 
On  the  two  later  dates  the  show  can  be 
caught  at  Kent  Recital  Hall,  which  is 
handi-capped  acceptable.  Admission 
will  be  $3  for  students,  $5  for  general 
admission. 
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Miller's  Third  Society:  An  Urban  Legand 


by  AnneMarie  "gory  guts" 
Donahue 

After  hearing  the  few  pitiful  excus- 
es for  urban  legends  that  roam  around 
FSC  I  became  annoyed  that  I  go  to  the 
only  college  with  nothing 
morbidly  curious  about  it. 
Harvard  originated  the  "4.0 
if  your  roommate  kills  him- 
self legend.  Yale  has  that 
great  naked  photo  session 
in  the  bell  tower  story. 
Bridgewater  State  College 
has  the  now  infamous 
"aren't  you  glad  you  didn't 
turn  on  the  lights"  story, 
which  many  Bridgewater 
State  alumni  will  swear  is 
completely  true!  Even  the 
community  college  I  came 
from  has  some,  well 
Massasoit  is  located  in 
downtown  Brockton  so 
really  I  don't  think  it's  fair  for  FSC  to 
have  to  compete  with  the  war  zone. 

But  do  you  see  my  point? 
Everywhere  else  is  spooky  and  interest- 
ing, except  us!  Someone  jumping  out 
of  the  eleventh  floor  of  Aubuchon  is 
stupid,  not  to  mention  even  if  it  was 
true  it's  not  an  urban  legend. 
According  to  AFU,  a  website  specializ- 
ing in  folklore,  an  urban  legend  must 
meet  certain  standards.  It  must  appear 
mysteriously  and  spread  spontaneously 
in  varying  forms.  It  contains  elements 
of  humor  or  horror  (the  horror  often 
"punishes"  someone  who  flouts  soci- 
ety's conventions).  It  makes  for  good 
storytelling,  and  last  but  certainly  not 
least,  it  does  NOT  have  to  be  false, 
although  most  are. 

Who  would  know  better  than  a 
group  dedicated  to  studying  just  urban 
legends?  By  this  definition  NONE  of 
the  stories  I've  heard  about  this  cam- 
pus, I'm  sorry  to  say,  fit .  .  . 

Except  one.  ("Of  course"  you're 
saying  to  yourselves,  the  first  semester 
transfer  student  is  the  only  one  who's 
managed  to  find  the  only  true  urban 
legend  on  campus.  Well  when  was  the 
last  time  you  went  looking,  never?) 

This  is  how  it  has  been  told  to  me  in 
various   forms   by   many  people   and 


Maureen  Johnson's 
murder  is  still  an 
unsolved  mystery 
around  Fitchburg. 


pieced  in  my  mind. 

Once  upon  a  time,  this  school  was  a 
teacher  college  called  the  "Normal 
School."  For  those  who  live  far  away 
dormitories  were  provided.  (How  do 
you  like  that  Student  Living?  D-O-R- 
M!  DORM!)  The  girls  who  lived  in 
the  dorms  got  to 
choose  between  Miller 
Hall  and  Palmer  Hall 
for  their  stay.  As  with 
any  group  living  area 
cliques  sprang  up  and 
the  girls  paired  up 
with  socioeconomic 
peers. 

The  top  clique  in 
Miller  was  called  the 
Miller  3rd  Society, 
they  were  a  group  of 
girls,  who  because  of 
their  rich  parents  were 
given  the  larger  rooms 
on  the  third  floor  of 
Miller.  All  the  girls  wanted  to  get  into 
the  clique  which  was  started  by  and 
included  only  the  four  senior  girls  who 
dominated  the  student  government  and 
activities.  This  included  Maureen 
Johnson,  a  freshman  attending  on 
scholarship  and  living  in  the  basement. 
Maureen  saw  the  four  girls  as  some- 
thing that  she  could  never  have,  but  still 
wanted  to  be  a  part  of  very  badly. 

Joanne  Jefferson,  the  group's  leader 
was  in  the  choir  with  Maureen  and 
thought  of  her  as  pitiful  and  pathetic. 
The  rest  of  the  group  shared  the  feeling, 
and  wanted  to  incorporate  her  in  their 
prank.  The  Miller  Third  Society  was 
famous  for  pulling  a  prank  before  the 
girls  left  for  Christmas  Break,  last  year 
they  had  flooded  the  basement  rooms 
and  they  wanted  to  put  this  year  over 
the  top.  So  Joanne  goes  to  thinking. 
And  the  next  day  in  choir  she  got  the 
idea. 

"Hey  Maureen,  why  don't  you  come 
up  to  my  room  tonight?  The  girls  and  I 
were  going  to  listen  to  some  records 
and  have  fun,  join  us."  Joanne  offered, 
trying  to  conceal  a  devilish  grin  form- 
ing on  her  lips. 

"Really?"  Maureen's  little  doll  like 
face  looked  up  at  her  with  wonder,  she 
had  no  idea  what  was  coming.     "I'd 


love  to,  what  time?" 

"Nine.  Then  maybe  we'll  talk  about 
letting  you  join  our  club?"  With  that 
Joanne  walked  quickly  away,  she 
couldn't  help  but  let  out  a  little  giggle 
that  she  hoped  Maureen  didn't  hear. 

"I'll  be  there!"  Maureen  called  after 
her  and  walked  out  of  the  building  to 
her  next  class.  Sitting  thru  the  last  class 
and  chapel  was  an  even  longer  drag 
than  normal  for  Maureen,  for  the  first 
time  since  she'd  arrived  she  had  some- 
thing to  do  after  school. 

At  five,  Maureen  went  into  Miller 
Hall  Oval,  the  dining  room  where  the 
girls  gathered  for  their  meals. 
Normally  she  sat  at  the  end  by  herself, 
but  when  she  entered  she  found  Joanne 
and  the  girls  waving  her  over  to  an 
empty  seat.  She  grabbed  her  plate  and 
walked  over  to  the  group. 

"Sit  with  us." 
Joanne  invited. 

"Thank  you." 
Maureen  said  and 
sat  with  them,  a 
little  unsure  why 
they  were  so  sud- 
denly interested 
in  her. 

"Listen.  We 
want  you  to 
think  about  join- 
ing us.  We  think 
you'd  make  a 
good      member 

and  we  like  you."  Joanne  said, 
Maureen  didn't  blink,  or  even  breathe. 
She  wasn't  sure  that  she  had  heard 
Joanne  correctly.  "But  there's  this  initi- 
ation, we've  all  done  it.  You'll  have  to 
do  it,  too.  Do  you  think  you  can?" 

"Yes."  Maureen  said  quickly,  not 
giving  herself  time  to  think  about  what 
she  was  just  offered. 
"Then  it's  settled.  Forget  the  records, 
we'll  come  get  you  sometime  tonight." 
Joanne  then  looked  at  the  clock  and 
announced  that  they  all  had  homework 
to  do.  They  got  up  and  left  Maureen  in 
the  dining  hall. 

Later  that  night  Maureen  realized 
she  had  fallen  for  a  prank.  It  was  1:30 
in  the  morning  and  no  one  had  come  to 
get  her.  So  she  turned  out  the  lights  and 
fell  asleep.     Later  that  night  the  girls 


Were  these  popular  girls  killed  for 
their  cruelty  to  a  fellow  dormmate? 


broke  into  Maureen's  room  and  began 
to  shake  her  awake. 

"Get  up.  It's  time."  Joanne  com- 
manded and  ripped  the  sheets  off  of  her. 
Someone  threw  a  bag  over  Maureen's 
head  and  dragged  her  into  the  hall. 

"Don't  scream.  You'll  wake  the 
house  president."  One  of  the  other  girls 
whispered  to  her. 

They  walked  out  of  the  dorm  and 
across  campus  into  a  building  and 
dragged  her  up  many  flights  of  stairs 
and  out  to  the  roof.  They  took  off  the 
bag  and  she  could  tell  she  was  on  the 
roof  of  Thompson. 

"On  the  ledge  is  the  school's  flag, 
go  get  it  and  you're  in.  Fall  and  you're 
dead."  Joanne  said  nonchalantly  and 
then  pushed  her  toward  in  the  ledge. 
Maureen  walked  over  to  the  ledge  and 
carefully  leaned  over  and  began  hoist- 
ing the  flag  in. 

"Not  that  way, 
go  out  on  the  pole!" 
Joanne  yelled  to 
her.  Some  of  the 
other  girls  stared  at 
Joanne  shocked. 
Maureen  hesitated 
at  first,  wondering 
if  they  had  all  real- 
ly done  this.   "If 


you  don't,  we'll 
make  the  rest  of 
your  time  here  a 
living  hell!" 
That  was  all  the  coxing  Maureen 
needed,  she  grabbed  the  pole  and  began 
to  shimmy  out  to  the  flag.  When  she 
finally  got  out  to  the  flag,  she  found  it 
tied  and  tried  to  yank  it  off  the  pole. 
Suddenly  with  one  yank  it  came  free 
and  sent  Maureen  flying  off  the  pole 
and  plummeted  to  the  ground.  The 
other  girls  had  been  watching  this 
whole  scene  remained  frozen  for  a 
minute  and  then  sprang  back  to  life  and 
ran  to  the  edge  only  to  see  Maureen's 
lifeless  body  crumpled  on  the  ground. 

"What  do  we  do?  What  will  happen?" 
One  of  the  other  girls  began  to  panic. 

"Shut  up.  Calm  down.  We  have  to 
get  out  of  her  now!"  The  girls  all  ran 
out  of  the  building  and  crept  back  into 
Joanne's  room. 

"We're  never  going  to  speak  to  any- 
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Opinion 


Tis  the  season  to  be  jolly? 


by  Rondi  Bloom 


Bah  humbug!  I  have  found,  espe- 
cially over  these  past  five  years  that 
Christmas  disgusts  me.  I  have  also  dis- 
covered that  it  is  very  stressful  for  my 
friends  and  family,  and  that  I  am  not 
alone  in  my  plight  to  shun  it.  You  see, 
I  work  in  retail  and  this  is  my  absolute 
least  favorite  time  of  the  year. 
Everywhere  I  look,  I  see  advertisements 
that  can  only  mean  that  another  cranky 
uncaring  customer  is  going  to  be  driven 
to  whichever  store  that  I  am  working  in. 
and  that  I  will  have  to  deal  with  him  or 
her.  But,  I  also  notice  that  the  entire 
Christmas  atmosphere  has  changed,  not 
just  for  me,  but  for  the  customers  as 
well.  It  is  also  the  most  stressful  time  of 
the  year  for  them.  Commercialization 
and  fierce  retailing  during  this  time  of 
the  year  specifically  target  all  of  us  who 
love  someone  that  we  must  buy  a  cer- 
tain gift  and  all  the  accessories  for  it. 
Remember  what  Christmas  was  like 


for  you  as  a  little  kid?  The  Ideal 
Christmas,  the  stories  of  brotherhood 
and  coming  together  in  peace  and  per- 
haps even  to  help  your  fellow  man?  A 
child's  Christmas  usually  included  ask- 
ing Santa  Claus  for  a  gift,  either  by  let- 
ter or  by  sitting  on  Santa's  lap  and  hav- 
ing his  or  her  picture  taken.  My  family 
would  sit  around  the  kitchen  table  and 
have  a  great  dinner.  Then  we  would 
open  our  gifts  in  a  circle.  We  would 
drive  around  town  blaring  Christmas 
music,  looking  at  all  the  houses  lit  up. 

Christmas  was  not  about  being  first 
in  line  at  the  stores  the  day  after 
Thanksgiving,  but  about  being  with 
Mom  and  Dad,  especially  during  their 
separations,  and  then  the  family  who 
rarely  got  together  under  one  roof. 
Togetherness  was  a  large  emphasis. 
Christmas  was  fun  for  us  and  my  moth- 
er even  admits  that  she  had  fun. 

Think  about  the  play,  "A  Christmas 
Carol"  by  Charles  Dickens  and  the 
Christmas  spirit  it  promotes,  about  the  car- 


ols that  we  all  learned  as  little  kids  and  the 
hectic  canned  food  and  toy  drives  at 
school.  Hey,  Christmas  used  to  be  fun! 
Even  in  retail,  Christmas  felt  different. 
This  was  the  time  of  the  year  when 
shoplifters  even  returned  gifts  to  the  stores. 

Christmas  present  holds  a  much  dif- 
ferent meaning  to  me  then  Christmas' s 
past.  There  has  been  a  shift  of  empha- 
sis on  Christmas.  From  the  hope,  magic 
and  togetherness  ideals  it  promoted,  to 
the  successful  grab  for  a  moment  at  a 
table  with  some  family  and  the  mad 
rush  to  stores. 

Retail  and  media  have  rerouted  our 
concerns  to  include  that  perfect  battery- 
operated  gift,  priced  at  $49.95  which 
you  must  buy  before  Halloween  passes. 
And,  how  many  of  you  are  all  too  famil- 
iar with  the  '"gimme."  and  the  "I  want 
my  money  back  NOW!"  attitudes  of 
militant  shoppers?  These  attitudes  have 
seem  to  have  taken  precedence  over  the 
pleases,  thank  you's,  and  may  I's. 

As  a  result  of  all  this,  Christmas  is  a 


huge  moneymaker  for  retailers. 
Timothy  A.  Colby,  the  general  manager 
of  the  North  Dartmouth  Mall  said, 
"November-December  shopping  season 
accounts  for  35  to  50  percent  of  our 
annual  sales.  To  retailers,  this  six  to 
seven  week  period  will  determine  the 
success  or  failure  of  their  businesses." 

The  giving  that  is  done  seems  to  be 
done  out  of  guilt  or  shame.  Think  about 
when  you  walk  by  the  Salvation  Army 
ringers.  Do  you  give  money  because  you 
genuinely  want  to  give,  or  because  you 
feel  guilty  because  you  haven't  given? 

I  am  not  suggesting  we  completely 
change  our  lives  and  the  ideas  of 
Christmas  to  the  point  that  we  would 
not  recognize  it,  but  that  we  think  about 
the  little  things,  or  even  about  the  little 
people.  You  can  put  the  personal  feel- 
ing back  into  the  holiday  season.  If  you 
still  feel  compelled  to  slam  into  people 
at  the  registers,  please  relax  and  try  to 
be  friendly  instead.  It  will  make  the 
holiday  season  so  much  more  simple. 


Avoiding  a  tragedy 


by  Niovel  Nadira  Hidalgo 

Undoubtedly,  we  have  a  real 
problem  with  cross-walks  at  FSC. 
which  seems  to  get  worse  and  worse 
each  year.  I  can  spend  minutes  and 
minutes  waiting  and  watching  the  line 
of  cars  that  seem  endless,  outside 
Herlihy  Hall  to  cross  the  street.  The 
cross-walks  for  commuters  in  Pearl 
Street,  is  as  bad  as  the  one  in  Herlihy. 
NO  one  stops!  It  isn't  only  one  car  that 
doesn't  stop;  it  is  every  one  of  them. 
It's  really  scary  to  see  how  they  pass 
next  to  you  ignoring  the  sign  "stop  for 
pedestrians  in  cross-walk."  And  then 
some  of  them  even  yell  at  you  if  you 
try  to  cross  the  street  before  them. 

Drivers  really  don't  care  that 


when  they  drive  through  the  cross- 
walks (some  at  45  miles  per  hour)  they 
are  disregarding  the  law.  But  it  doesn't 
seem  to  matter  to  either  campus  or  the 
town  police.  I  have  never  seen  one  of 
them  checking  out  the  cross-walks.  I 
know  it  might  seem  silly  that  the 
police  even  have  to  check  this  out.  But 
I  think  that  something  has  to  be  done 
to  avoid  a  tragedy. 

Suzanne  Robinson,  a  resident 
of  Herlihy  says  that  "the  police  should 
enforce  the  law,  and  ticket  drivers 
who  fail  to  stop  for  pedestrians."  I'm 
really  very  concerned  about  this  issue, 
and  that  some  measures  must  be  taken 
to  make  drivers  stop  for  pedestrians, 
especially  when  they  are  correctly 
using  the  cross-walks. 


You  really  can't  go  home 


by  AnneMarie  Donahue 

This  isn't  the  first  time  I've  been  to 
college.  I  went  to  Massasoit 
Community  College  in  lovely  down- 
town Brockton,  MA,  and  I  thought  it 
was  okay.  I  wasn't  sure  about  what  I 
wanted  to  do  with  my  life  when  I  start- 
ed there.  Then,  for  once,  I  was  (liter- 
ally) in  the  right  place  at  the  right  time 
and  that  stroke  of  luck  changed  my  life. 
My  friend  Susan  was  meeting  a  guy 
after  class  and  brought  me  along  with 
her.  I  didn't  even  have  class  that  day, 
but  I  went  anyway.  I  went  into  the  Fine 
Arts  Building  to  say  "hello."  to  an  old 
professor  of  mine.  Dr.  Tim  Trask,  head 
of  the  television  studio  when  I  bumped 
into  Bryan  Sotherden  who  was  work- 
ing in  the  studio.  He  asked  how  I  was 
doing  and  what  I  was  going  to  do  this 
summer  and  next  semester.  I  told  him 
I  would  be  working  and  going  to 
Massasoit.  then  he  hit  me  with  the 
biggest  shock  I've  every  gotten  in  my 


life:  He  asked  me  if  I  would  like  a  job 
at  the  television  studio.  I  nearly 
jumped  on  him  out  of  happiness! 
Immediately  I  said  "yes"  thinking  that  I 
would  get  my  interview,  he  would  find 
me  pitifully  under-qualified  for  the 
position,  thank  me  for  my  time  and  tell 
me  to  get  out!  I  was  surprised  to  find 
that  they  did  not  ask  for  an  interview  at 
all,  and  I  was  hired  instantly!  My 
father  told  me  it  was  the  first  time  he 
ever  congratulated  anyone  for  getting  a 
job  for  the  commonwealth  of 
Massachusetts! 

I  was  hired  on  August  5.  1997.  two 
days  after  my  birthday,  (now  I  do 
expect  cards  from  everyone  reading 
this  article!)  and  a  certain  piece  of 
equipment  started  that  day  as  well,  the 
Non-Linear  Digital  Editing  System  (or 
AV  Postbox  for  short).  I  took  one  look 
and  said  to  myself,  "That'll  be  the 
piece  of  equipment  you  don't  play 
with,  EVER!"  Could  I  have  been  be 


more  wrona . 
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SaSSer  Continued  from  cover 

Kinsley,  Jr.,  Kristin  O'Donnelle,  and 
Ryan  Anderson  retreated  to  the  Point 
office  to  have  an  interview,  which  can  be 
found  elsewhere  in  this  paper. 

Most  of  the  questions  were  aimed 
directly  for  Sasser,  however  in  the  inter- 
ests of  getting  student  feedback  I  put  in 
questions  that  were  answered  by  the 
small  forum  we  had  in  the  office.  After 
the  interview  concluded  Sasser  had  to 
leave  immediately  for  Weston 
Auditorium,  where  a  crowd  that  had 
gathered  early  were  being  let  in. 

Sasser  was  introduced  by  Kinsley  and 
O'Donnelle  and  began  his  talk  with  what 
he  called  AIDS  101,  "so  I  can  go  to  my 
next  engagement  and  tell  them  that  the 
kids  at  Fitchburg  know  their  stuff." 
Sasser  asked  the  audience  to  answer 
questions  like,  "Define  HIV  and  AIDS" 
and  "how  is  HTV/ATDS  transmitted." 

Sasser  was  happy  to  find  out  that  the 
students  of  FSC  were  very  well  informed 
about  AIDS  awareness  and  able  to 
answer  any  questions  he  threw  out.  Not 
(surprising  for  a  school  with  such  a  sue- 


Opinion 


cessful  nursing  program! 

Sasser  then  broke  into  his  slide  collec- 
tion showing  us  pictures  of  himself  when 
he  was  three  in  an  attempt  to  "put  a  face 
and  a  personality  to  the  virus."  We  saw 
pictures  of  his  mother,  sister  and  Pedro 
Zamora,  Sasser' s  late  husband. 

"I  want  people  to  know  that  gay  peo- 
ple are  not  all  florists  and  haridresser,  we 
can't  all  dance,  or  own  fabulous  clothes! 
I  mean  you  can  tell  I  can't  dress!"  Sasser 
joked,  indicating  to  a  picture  of  himself  at 
age  five  in  a  mint  green  leisure  suit. 

All  joking  aside  some  of  the  news 
Sasser  had  to  share  with  the  audience  was 
not  so  upbeat,  but  very  important  to  hear. 

"The  AIDS  epidemic  worldwide  has 
resulted  in  approximately  11.7  million 
deaths.  The  CDC  estimates  40,000  new 
infections  next  year.  In  the  US  teenagers 
and  young  adults  are  affected  by  HIV 
more  than  any  other  group,"  Sasser  told 
the  group,  "Why  do  you  think  that  is?" 
Sasser  asked  the  sombering  crowd,  many 
of  whom  until  just  then  thought  that  the 
spread  of  the  HIV/AIDS  virus  was  in  a 


Registrar  speaks  of  registration 


by  Elizabeth  Martin,  Registrar 

Regarding  your  comments  about 
registration  - 1  couldn't  agree  with  you 
more. 

There  were  changes  to  the  paper  after 
it  was  printed.  The  registration  staff  had 
a  list  of  the  changes  but  the  list  was  not 
updated  daily  once  registration  began. 
Classes  were  added  late  and  continue  to 
be  added. 

The  computer  system  has  some 
glitches  but  we  are  working  on  them. 
The  cookies  were  cheap.  I  had 
'refreshments'  for  2300  people  for  1/4 
the  cost  of  what  was  spent  on  food  for 
only  the  employees  in  prior  years.  I 
would  love  to  have  registration' on- 
campus'but  have  not  determined  a 
satisfactory  alternative.  The  registra- 
tion workers  are  wonderful,  patient, 
and  talented  people.  (You  didn't  say 
all  that  but  I'm  sure  you  meant  to!) 

There  are  additional  issues  that  you 
didn't  experience  but  I  heard  from 
other  students.  Registration  can  be 
confusing  and  frustrating.  I  am  pray- 
ing to  the  Godesses  of  registration  for 
a  better  Spring,  but  I  will  work  to 
make  as  many  changes  possible  to 


make  the  process  better  for  everyone. 
Honestly,  since  it  was  my  First  all 
school  registration,  a  brand  new  com- 
puter system,  down  two  key  staff  mem- 
bers, and  EVERY  process  (except  the 
data  entry)  redesigned  because  of  the 
new  system  - 1  am  amazed  that  registra- 
tion actually  wasn't  completely  miser- 
able. It  wasn't  nearly  as  bad  as  my 
nightmares. 

I  am  meeting  with  department 
chairs  in  early  January  to  discuss 
issues  they  can  assist  in  to  improve  the 
processes.  The  computer  systems  are 
a  major  concern  and  I  am  working 
with  MIS  to  fix  the  glitches. 

I  invite  you  and  any  other  inter- 
ested students,  staff  or  faculty  to  meet 
with  me  in  an  open  meeting  on  Jan. 
22,  1999,  in  the  M  &  M  lounge  at 
12:15  p.m.,  to  share  comments  and  to 
develop  ideas  for  a  better  process.  In 
the  mean  time,  if  anyone  would  like  to 
e-mail  (emartin@fsc.edu)  or  drop  me 
a  note  about  any  ideas  you  have, 
please  do  so.  I  invite  any  interested 
folks  to  be  part  of  the  RA  Team  - 
Registrar's  Advisory  Team  beginning 
with  this  issue.  Help  redesign  the 
processes  necessary  to  your  education. 


recession. 

"Lack  of  education."  Was  the  belief 
held  by  the  majority  of  the  crowd.  This 
was  exactly  what  Sasser  was  here  to 
prevent. 

Sasser  has  been  an  AIDS  educator 
since  moving  out  to  San  Fransico  and 
joining  with  AIDS  awareness  groups  to 
speak  out  about  the  virus  and  tolerance 
issues. 

"We  had  all  heard  of  the  amazing 
Pedro  Zamora,  who  was  doing  exactly 
what  we  were  doing  in  San  Franscico,  but 
he  was  doing  it  all  alone."  Sasser  said  of 
Zamora  whom  he  had  met  a  year  before 
doing  Real  World  in  Washington  DC. 
"When  he  came  out  to  San  Fransico  for 
Real  World  we  met  and  it  just  clicked,  we 
hit  it  off  from  the  very  beginning." 

Sasser  had  no  problem  speaking  of  the 
Real  World,  a  show  which  he  was  origi- 
nally very  against.  "I  wrote  letter  after 
letter  telling  them  that  I  was  disgusted 
that  they  would  want  to  exploit  a  young 
gay  man  with  AIDS  in  this  way.  And 
then  I  found  out  it  was  Pedro  they  were 


going  with  and  I  was  relieved,  if  anyone 
was  going  to  make  this  show  it 
would  be  Pedro." 

Unfortunately  Sasser  was  not  allowed 
to  answer  questions  about  Pam  and  Judd, 
members  of  the  show  he  still  very  close 
friends  with,  so  he  left  us  with  one  last 
Real  World  insight. 

"They  made  a  character  out  of  Puck, 
which  wasn't  fair.  He  was  much  worse 
than  they  portrayed  him  to  be."  Sasser 
spoke  of  the  banished  housemate,  Puck, 
who  MTV  fans  will  remember  as  the 
really  grimy  guy  who  picked  his  nose. 

"The  reason  that  I'm  here  tonght  is  to 
give  you  some  sort  of  context  for  AIDS 
and  HTV.  So  that  when  you  think  of  this 
disease,  you  won't  forget  that  real  people 
get  it,  not  just  those  people  in  the  video  in 
health  class,  not  just  some  guy  in  a  poster, 
and  not  just  gay  men  living  on  this  other 
planet  called  San  Fransico."  Sasser  said 
of  his  goal  for  the  evening,  which,  judg- 
ing by  the  response  of  the  audience  that 
teared  up  when  he  spoke  of  his  depleting 
health,  he  did  just  that  and  more. 


Home  Continued  from  pg  6 

It  took  me  about  three  days  of  work- 
ing night  shifts  to  find  out  exactly  how 
curious  I  was  about  the  enormous  com- 
puter that  came  with  its  own  desk.  It 
hadn't  been  touched  by  anyone,  and  the 
guy  who  gave  it  to  us  said,  "This  is  the 
wave  of  the  editing  future!"  I  wanted  to 
work  in  the  television  field  somewhere, 
and  I  knew  that  knowing  everything 
there  is  to  know  is  a  really  good  way  to 
ensure  job  security.  So  I  turned  it  on, 
looked  around,  changed  all  the  settings 
to  my  specification,  and  learned  how  it 
edit,  create  graphics,  fix  audio  prob- 
lems, and  make  everyone  else  look 
foolishly  inexperienced!  I  liked  that 
last  part  the  best.  I  was  handed  large 
projects  to  edit  and  make  titles  for. 

I  knew  the  day  I  took  the  job  that  I 
would  have  to  leave  it.  That  day  came 
September  3,  a  little  over  one  year  after 
I  was  hired.  I  had  received  my  associ- 
ate's degree  from  Massasoit  Community 
College,  and  had  learned  everything 
there  was  to  know  at  their  TV  studio.  In 
the  words  of  Bryan  Sotherden,  "It's  time 
to  run  away  little  Donahue." 

After  a  tear-filled  goodbye,  1  left  for 
the  land  of  higher  education  at 
Fitchburg  State  College,  and  I've  grown 
very  accustomed  to  life  here.     I  like 


FSC,  I  love  working  on  the  newspaper, 
and  I'm  excited  about  bothering  the  TV 
people  into  letting  me  broadcast  shows 
over  the  "in-house  feed"  that  broadcasts 
those  "informative"  graphic  pages. 

I  went  back  just  today  (actually  a 
couple  of  weeks  ago,  sorry  newspapers 
are  not  an  immediate  medium)  to  work 
a  show  with  the  TV  studio.  When  I 
walked  into  the  TV  studio  -  NEW 
PEOPLE  WERE  USING  MY  POST- 
BOX!!!  I  couldn't  believe  it!  I  walked 
into  the  Master  Controls  Room  and 
there  were  shows  that  I  didn't  work  on 
being  broadcasted!  What's  up  with 
that!  And  then,  the  worst  news  of  all  : 
Bryan  Sotherden  is  quitting! 

The  man  who  gave  me  my  first  start 
in  TV  is  leaving  the  studio  that  I  planned 
to  work  at  for  the  rest  of  my  life! 

I  panicked,  at  first  I  felt  scared  about 
what  I  would  do,  and  where  I  would  go 
after  graduation  from  FSC.  Then  it  hit 
me,  I  could  do  anything  I  wanted  now! 
I  began  to  explore  options.  Until  now  I 
considered  myself  an  MCC  student 
who  is  jut  continuing  her  education  at 
FSC.  Now  I  want  nothing  to  do  with 
MCC  and  I'm  totally  into  FSC. 

I  think  I'll  go  bother  the  TV  people 
and  try  to  make  a  couple  shows. 
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Entertainment 


Movie  Review 
'A  Bug's 
Life' 


by  Timothy  Curran 

The  second  animated  feature 
from  Pixar  is  "A  Bug's  Life." 
Following  the  success  "Toy 
Story,"  "A  Bug's  Life"  is  a 
highly  entertaining  and  satisfying 
movie.  The  G-rated  humor  will  make 
children  as  well  as  adults  laugh  out 
loud,  and  the  computer  graphics  are  so 
life  like  that  the  movie  appears  in  a  3-D 
fashion.  The  detail  put  into  the  bug's 
world  is  stunning,  and  even  though  the 
film  drags  in  some  scenes,  it  is  still  a 
joy  to  sit  through. 

The  movie  revolves  around  a  small 
island  in  the  middle  of  a  steam  where  a 
colony  of  ants  work  endlessly  through 
the  summers  to  collect  food  for  other 
bugs.  The  mischievous  Flik 
(Newsradio's  Dave  Foley)  is  cast  out  on 
his  own  in  order  to  find  other  bugs  who 
came  come  and  help  the  ants  fight  off 
the  evil  grasshoppers  and  their  sinister 
leader  Hopper  (Kevin  Spacey).  Flik 
ventures  into  a  bug  city  where  he  comes 
across  a  small  band  of  unemployed  cir- 
cus bugs  in  a  bar,  but  Flik  mistakes 
them  as  warrior  bugs.  When  the  circus 
bugs  think  they  are  traveling  back  to  the 
colony  for  work,  they  find  out  they 
were  hired  to  fight  the  grasshoppers. 


After  they  retreat,  they  are  forced  back 
into  the  battle  by  the  grasshoppers  with 
the  option  to  fight,  or  to  be  squished. 

Many  famous  actors  lend  their  voic- 
es to  the  many  bugs  in  the  movie.  Julia 
Louis  Dreyfus  is  paranoid  Princess 
Atia;  Denis  Leary  plays  Francis,  the 
ladybug  trying  to  get  in  touch  with  his 
feminine  side,  and  "Frasier's"  Davis 
Hyde  Pierce  as  the  disgruntled  stick 
bug.  This  film  is  certainly  worth  the 
time  and  money  to  sit  in  the  theater  for 
two  hours.  The  dialogue  and  the  situa- 
tions the  bugs  get  themselves  into  are 
hilarious  at  times,  and  the  smooth  com- 
puter graphics  make  the  small  world  of 
bugs  seem  so  real.  The  circus  bugs  are 
a  delight  to  watch  and  all  the  bug  jokes 
are  amusing.  I  will  never  step  on  anoth- 
er insect  again  after  watching  this  film. 
Throughout  the  movie,  the  most 
sidesplitting  scene  isn't  in  the  movie, 
rather  during  the  closing  credits.  I  don't 
want  to  give  it  away  but  stay  seated  for 
about  two  minutes  after  the  movie  ends. 
You  are  in  for  a  treat. 


Don't  forget 

Red  Cross  Blood  Drive 
January  27,  1999 

G-04,  5  &  6 


Video  Release 
HopeFloats 


by  Robin  E.  Sandberg 

AV2  out  of  5  stars 

"Hope  Floats"  gives  romantic 
comedy  some  new  hope  for  the 
future.  Susan  Bullock  plays  Birdee 
Calvert  ,  whose  husband  leaves  her 
for  her  best  friend  on  a  Ricki  Lake- 
like talk  show  in  front  of  all  America. 
She  then  decides  to  pack  up  her 
belongings  and  her  10-year-old 
daughter,  Bemice  (May  Whitman, 
"One  Fine  Day"),  and  move  back  to 
her  hometown. 

Returning  to  the  place  where  she 
had  been,  as  her  daughter  put  it,  "The 
cream  of  corn,"  she  must  face  the  dis- 
appointment of  the  people  from  her 
past.  Just  as  soon  as  she  gets  home, 
her  mother  (Gena  Rowlands)  attempts 
to  set  her  up  with  Justin  Matisse 
(Harry  Connick  Jr.),  who  has  adored 
her  since  she  was  prom  queen  in  high 
school.  Unfortunately,  Birdee  is  still 
set  on  having  her  marriage  work. 

Right  from  the  start,  this  movie 
took  me  in  and  didn't  let  me  go.  The 


Sandra  Bullock  and 
May  Whitman 

performances  by  Bullock,  Rowlands, 
Connick,  and  Whitman  are  spectacu- 
lar. It  is  hard  to  imagine  anyone  not 
becoming  captured  by  their  presence 
on  a  screen  together. 

As  it  goes  on,  this  movie  doesn't 
seem  to  be  leading  up  to  a  happy  end- 
ing. What  does  happen  is  that  Birdee 
finds  her  hidden  strength  while  deal- 
ing with  her  marriage  ending,  her 
daughter  missing  her  father,  her  rela- 
tionship with  her  mother,  and  a  new 
love  in  her  life.  It's  a  beautiful  story 
of  the  power  of  love,  strength  and 
hope.  And  for  the  romantically  chal- 
lenged men  out  there,  Sandra  has 
never  looked  better. 


Legend  Continued  from  page  5 


one  of  this  again  in  our  lives,  swear  it 
now."  The  rest  of  the  shaken  group 
swore  not  to  tell  anyone  ever  and 
crept  silently  back  to  their  warm  beds. 
"Girls,  you'll  be  late  for  breakfast, 
get  up  now."  The  house  president 
called  down  the  third  floor  hall.  After 
waiting  a  minute  and  not  hearing  or 
seeing  any  sign  of  motion  from  the 
room,  she  decided  to  check  it  out. 
"Joanne,  I'm  coming  in."  She  gently 
wrapped  on  the  door,  and  then  keyed 
her  way  in,  the  sight  she  saw,  a  sight 
that  would  be  repeated  three  more 
times,  was  enough  to  kill  the  matron- 
ly old  woman.    Joanne  was  lying  in 


her  bed,  only  her  body  was  contorted 
and  twisted  into  an  inhuman  shape, 
not  a  bruise  or  a  cut  was  on  her  body, 
yet  she  was  dead,  with  a  hideous  look 
of  sheer  terror  permanendy  etched  on 
her  face.  All  the  girls  from  that  night 
had  died  of  fright  as  the  police  report- 
ed to  their  families 

Coincidentally,  Maureen's  body 
was  never  found  and  she  was  not 
reported  dead,  but  missing.  And  as 
the  rest  of  the  story  goes  her  ghost 
can  be  seen  climbing  the  stairs  of 
Thompson,  reliving  her  last  night, 
looking  for  someone  to  take  out  her 
eternally  burning  hatred  on. 
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Entertainment 


Video  release:  Tear  and  Loathing  in  Las  Vegas' 


by  Sam  Ciaramitaro 

Recently  out  on  video,  "Fear  and 
Loathing  in  Las  Vegas"  is  perhaps  the 
most  psychedelic,  twisted,  hippie-glori- 
fying movie  made,  at  least  that  I  myself 
have  seen.  If  you  are  reading  this  to 
decide  if  you  want  to  see  the  movie,  you 
should.  I  regret  not  having  seen  it  on  the 
big  screen  to  witness  the  magnificent 
drug-induced  hallucinations. 

From  the  first  sentence  of  narration 
until  they  drive  out  of  the  movie,  Raoul 
Duke  (played  by  Johnny  Depp)  and  Dr. 
Gonzo  (played  by  Benicio  Del  Toro) 
are  on  a  mixture  of  drugs  nonstop. 
Raoul  Duke  in  fact  only  goes  to  sleep 
once  in  the  duration  of  four  or  five  days 
that  the  movie  takes  place,  and  it  is  drug 
induced,  of  course.  It  all  begins  when 
Duke,  a  sports  news  writer,  goes  to 


Vegas  with  Dr.  Gonzo,  his  lawyer,  to 
cover  a  sporting  event. 

The  entire  movie  recounts  the  "based 
on  true  events"  story  of  Hunter  S. 
Thompson,  who  wrote  the  biography  of 
the  same  name.  It  takes  place  in  1971, 
and  captures  the  social  mood  of  the 
post-60' s  era,  including  every  single 
drug  trip,  good  and  bad.  I  advise  poten- 
tial viewers  to  go  out  and  buy  a  home 
theater  big  enough  to  fill  the  wall,  and 
turn  all  the  lights  off  and  the  volume  up. 
In  theaters,  this  movie  would  have 
pleasantly  scared  the  hell  out  of  me. 

The  visual  effects  are  amazing,  and 
are  realistic  enough  to  convince  me  that 
I  am  really  seeing  impaired  conscious- 
ness and  hallucinations  (not  that  I 
would  know  of  course).  The  humor  in 
"Fear  and  Loathing"  goes  beyond  typi- 
cal and  predictable  drug  humor  one 
would  expect  from  other  movies  that 


reminisce  back  to  the  drug-happy  days 
of  the  60' s  and  70' s.  The  movie's  char- 
acters are  genuinely  funny,  as  well  as 
their  "adventures"  -  not  just  the  hallu- 
cinations and  falling  down. 

Be  prepared  to  laugh  with  this 
movie,  and  don't  spend  too  much  time 
trying  to  figure  out  the  real  essence  of 
this  movie.  You  can  take  off  your  think- 
ing caps  and  simply  enjoy  the  humor 
that  comes  at  you,  whether  you  advo- 
cate drug  use  or  not. 

This  movie  is  different  in  that  it  is  one 
of  the  very  small  number  of  movies  with 
absolutely  no  plot.  The  only  problems  are 
the  situations  Duke  and  Gonzo  are  con- 
stantly involved  in,  but  there  is  no  real 
progression  of  the  story  line.  It  is  simply 
a  small  section  in  the  life  of  this  man.  This 
is  not  neccessarily  a  bad  thing,  and  I 
enjoyed  it  very  much,  not  having  to  guess 
at  the  ending  or  who  killed  who,  etc. 


The  only  negative  aspect  of  this  movie 
is  the  drug  glorification.  Drugs,  especial- 
ly the  types  and  magnitude  at  which  they 
are  used  are  never  as  funny  as  portrayed. 
People  usually  don't  have  "crazy  adven- 
tures" after  taking  three  hits  of  mesca- 
line, a  few  drops  of  White-Blotter  liquid 
LSD,  pills,  liquor  and  more.  They  usual- 
ly fumble  around,  too  out  of  it  to  realize 
any  surroundings,  or  relax  in  a  chair  with 
a  sedated,  dull  look  on  their  face,  too 
drugged  to  do  much  of  anything. 

Of  course,  it  is  hilarious  to  watch 
these  type  of  people,  if  not  to  be  them. 
Which  is  where  this  movie  comes  from, 
and  with  good  justification.  "Fear  and 
Loathing  in  Las  Vegas"  is  definitely 
worth  seeing  a  couple  times, 
widescreen  edition  if  possible,  which  I 
will  do,  as  my  roommate  owns  the 
DVD  version  of  it. 


CD  review: 
Candlebox 

'Happy  Pills' 

by  Robin  E.  Sandberg 


4  out  of  5  stars 

I  heard  a  song  playing  on  the  radio 
where  I  work,  and  when  I  went  home,  it 
kept  running  through  my  head.  I  finally 
found  out  it  was  from  Candlebox' s  new 
album.  I  had  always  been  a  big  fan  of 
theirs  but  hadn't  heard  from  them  in  years. 
Their  new  album,  "Happy  Pills,"  has  12 
new  songs  covering  a  range  of  moods. 

Their  first  album,  "Candlebox,"  fea- 
tured the  songs  "Far  Behind"and  "You." 
Their  lesser-known  CD  "Lucy"  fol- 
lowed. Now,  with  their  new  soul-speak- 
ing album,  they  have  a  more  mature 
sound,  but  maintain  as  much  energy  as 
always.  One  of  their  featured  songs  is 
"10,000  Horses,"  which  has  a  strong 
beat  that  speaks  about  being  pulled 
down  by  life,  swearing  it's  all  going  to 
change.       "Sometimes"  is  a  calming 


song  that  relates  to  those  dark  days.  My 
personal  favorite  is  the  one  that  first 
caught  my  attention,  "It's  Alright."  It 
speaks  eloquently  about  the  type  of 
love  that  never  quite  fades.  Using  lyrics 
like,  "It's  alright  I  got  lost  some  time 
ago,  lost  in  your  song  your  touch  your 
smile  where  I  want  to  grow  old." 

I  went  out  to  buy  this  album  because 
one  song  got  to  me,  and  then  I  found  out 
the  whole  CD  was  great.  It  has  a  mix  of 
different  songs  -  songs  for  when  you  are 
getting  ready  in  the  morning,  or  just 
relaxing  at  night.  The  music  is  powerful 
and  the  lyrics  are  very  personal. 
Anyone  who  is  looking  for  music  that 
offers  more  than  just  a  base-filled  beat, 
and  likes  the  words  to  mean  more  than 
the  obvious,  should  check  out  this  CD. 


An  interview  with  Sean  Sasser 


by  AnneMarie  Donahue 

AMD:  After  finding  out  that  you  were 
HIV  positive  what  were  your  plans  and 
thoughts  for  the  future? 
SS:  No  thoughts  really.  It  really  didn't 
mean  anything  to  me  that  I  was  getting 
diagnosed  with  AIDS  and  being  told  I 
had  five  years  to  live.  When  that  fifth 
year  rolled  around  it  really  became 
clear  to  me  what  it  meant,  it  was  like 
"Hey  I'm  supposed  to  die  this  year." 
By  that  time  I'd  sort  of  built  a  life  for 
myself,  I  had  my  own  apartment  I  had 
friends.  It  was  at  that  point  it  felt  like 
HIV  had  stolen  my  life. 
AMD:  What  made  you  come  out  about 
your  sexuality  and  your  illness? 
SS:  You  could  essentially  say  I  was 
dragged  out.  I  tested  positive  for  HIV. 
It  wasn't  until  after  I  realized  I  wasn't 
going  to  die  that  I  moved  to  San 
Francisco  and  began  getting  support 
from  other  young  people  who  were  my 
age  and  dealing  with  HIV  and  dealing 
with  life's  issues  that  it  really  started  to 
make  sense  that  I  needed  to  own  who  I 
am,  to  be  open  and  honest  and  proud  of 


that.  It  was  through  that  piece  of 
empowerment  that  I  began  to  be  open 
about  my  HIV  status. 
AMD:  Rich  what  made  you  decide  to 
come  out  about  your  homosexuality? 
And  was  that  aided  by  Sean  and  Pedro 
on  The  Real  World? 
Rich  Kinsley,  Jr.:  One  day  at  school 
(Tyngsboro  High  School)  I  was  talking 
to  a  friend  and  she  asked  me  about  "the 
rumor".  I  am  not  sure  how  I  got  up  the 
courage  but  I  blurted,  just  like  Ellen 
did,  "I'm  GAY".  Everyone  heard  me 
and  from  then  on,  I  was  out  at  school. 
I  think  if  you  hide  yourself  then  the 
world  is  never  going  to  become  more 
excepting.  People  need  to  be  more 
open  about  themselves.  Homosexual's 
are  everywhere,  your  neighbor's,  your 
friend's,  your  co-worker's,  that's  why  I 
came  out.  I  wanted  to  educate  people 
and  open  their  eyes. 
AMD:  Do  you  believe  that  MTV's 
portrayal  of  both  you  and  Pedro 
Zamora  was  helpful  in  breaking  the 
stereotypes  of  not  only  gay  people,  but 
also  HIV  positive  young  people? 
SS:  The  show  has  always  been  a  source 
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We  want  you!!!!! 

Join  The  Point  next  semester.   It's  good  for 

your  resume  and  great  job  experience. 

Call  665-3647 

or 

Email  POINT@FSC.EDU 


Interview  Continued  from  pg  9 


for  a  lot  of  education  for  young 
people,  it  was  also  a  lot  about 
Pedro,  even  when  not  on  the  cam- 
era he  always  had  an  incredibly 
wonderful  and  inviting  demeanor 
about  him  that  allowed  people  to 
connect  to  him.  It  allowed  a  lot  of 
people  to  sort  of  let  go  of  their  mis- 
conceptions of  who  gay  people  are, 
what  they  do  and  why  they  "chose" 
this  lifestyle.  I  think  for  the 
AIDS/HIV  issues,  one  of  the  most 
powerful  tools  in  AIDS  education 
and  prevention  is  to  get  to  know 
someone  who  has  it.  I  think  the  real 
world  provided  an  incredibly  large 
audience  of  people  and  getting  to 
know  Pedro  by  turning  o  the  tv 
every  week  and  feeling  like  he's 
part  of  your  life  and  participating  in 
the  agony  of  that  person's  death 
brought  it  home  for  a  lot  of  people. 
I  think  MTV  could  be  commended 
for  that. 

RK:  I  completely  believe  that 
Pedro  and  Sean  opened  up  people's 
eyes  to  the  issue  of  homosexuality 
and  AIDS.  It  made  my  coming  out 
easier  because  Pedro  and  Sean  were 
so  real,  MTV  showed  how  much 
they  loved  each  other.  So  many  peo- 
ple watched  the  real  world,  it  really 
opened  up  their  eyes.  I  know  for 
myself,  Pedro  and  Sean  were  the 
first  people  I  knew  of  who  had  HIV. 
Kristin  O'Donnelle:  I  remember 
the  real  world's  first  few  episode's 
watching  Rachel,  and  she  was  just 
like  "We  have  to  share  a  shower 
with   him,   and  just  watching  her 


become  more  aware  of  it.  I  think 
that  watching  Pedro  live  with  it  and 
watching  his  eventual  death  that 
really  had  a  big  impact  on  people. 
AMD:  What  inspired  you  to 
become  an  activist? 
SS:  It  really  came  out  of  finding  the 
support  that  I  needed.  Through  the 
support  group  that  I  accessed  in  San 
Francisco,  we  had  a  speakers  bureau 
that  we  used  to  go  to  local  high 
schools  and  talk  about  HIV  and  dis- 
close our  HIV  status.  By  building 
my  skill  in  speaking  publically  I 
was  making  myself  more  comfort- 
able with  being  HIV  positive. 
AMD:  What  is  the  one  thing  you 
would  like  to  accomplish  tonight? 
SS:  Well  there  are  four  things  actu- 
ally. (Laughs)  There  are  four  things 
I'm  hoping  to  accomplish  here 
tonight.  It  would  be  to  increase  the 
level  of  knowledge  about  HIV  and 
AIDS.  The  second  thing  would  be 
in  telling  a  little  about  who  I  am  and 
showing  slides  from  my  life  to  pro- 
vide a  context  for  HIV  for  people 
who  continue  to  put  up  barriers. 
I'm  not  just  HIV,  I'm  not  just  gay. 
I'm  a  person  with  a  history,  just  like 
you  and  everyone  else.  The  third 
thing  is  to  give  an  update  on  the 
epidemic.  You  know,  where  we're 
headed  where  we've  been  and 
what's  going  on  as  far  as  treatment. 
And  the  fourth  thing  is  a  general 
increase  in  motivation  to  be  more 
personally  responsible  about  how 
you  placate  HIV  because  of  the 
context  of  it. 


Situation  Wanted: 

Female  FSC  student  looking  to  move 
in  and  share  home  with  one  to  two 
housemates,  for  January  1,  1999. 
Handy,  cleanly  and  easygoing. 
I  have  furniture  and  many 
household  appliances. 
Looking  for  a  cat-friendly  household. 
Please  contact  Jessica  @  345-9811. 


Call  the  rest  then 
call  the  BEST! 


USA  Spring  Break  Cancun, 
Bahamas,  Jamaica,  Florida 

Call  for  our  best  price  guarantee! 

Join  us  for  the  Wildest  Parties  on  the  Planet! 

Eat  &  Drink  for  Free!** 

all  trips  include: 

Roundtrip  Air*     7  Nights  Hotel 

Roundtrip  Transpers    Hotel  Taxes 

Staff  Assistance    USA  Party  Package 

*Caribbean  Packages  only  **Call  for  details 


l-888-SPRING-BREAK 
ww.usaspringbreak.com 
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shots,  making  another  stellar  perfor- 
mance for  the  season. 

Saturdays  rematch  vs.  visiting 
Framingham  State  would  prove  other- 
wise. The  Falcons  looked  like  a  differ- 
ent team  this  time  around  defeating 
them  5-1  as  they  checked  their  oppo- 
nents hard  on  the  boards  and  played 
physical  at  the  blueline.  Duross  scored 
on  a  nice  slapshot  just  inside 
Framinghams  blueline,  putting  it  past 
Steve  Badera  to  make  it  a  1-0  lead. 
Brad  Watkins  got  his  second  start  of 
the  season  and  was  tested  early  in  the 
game.  After  the  Falcons  killed  off  a 
tripping  penalty  by  Watkins,  Proulx 
passed  the  puck  up  to  Duross  who  fed 
Tom  Gordon  as  he  streaked  to  the  net. 
He  split  the  defense  and  shot  the  puck 
by  Badera's  glove,  putting  his  team  up 
2-0  at  the  end  of  one  period  of  play. 

Not  learning  from  game-film, 
Framingham  committed  a  second 
penalty  exactly  two  minutes  after  their 
previous  one.  Forty-six  seconds  into 
the  power  play,   Brian   Baldassare's 


Sports 


slapshot  from  the  point  stayed  on  the 
ice  and  went  right  through  Badera's  5- 
hole  for  the  score.  With  less  than  a 
minute  left  in  the  period,  Framingham 
forward  Brian  Hurcombe  scored  the 
only  goal  of  the  game  on  Watkins,  as 
he  had  three  players  sprawled  on  top  of 
him.  The  period  ended  3-1  FSC. 
Watkins  finished  the  day  with  3 1  saves 
on  32  shots. 

Much  to  Framingham's  chagrin,  that 
late  goal  had  no  effect  on  Fitchburg. 
They  came  out  playing  hard  and  phys- 
ical for  the  third  period.  With  less  than 
eight  minutes  left  on  the  clock,  and  on 
their  5th  power  play  of  the  game,  Bob 
Rumley  tipped  in  Gary  Stones  slapshot 
putting  his  team  up  4- 1 .  A  minute  and 
a  half  later,  Jeff  Brodeur  made  a  great 
pass  to  a  streaking  Jason  Cook  as  he 
broke  in  all  alone  on  Badera.  He  made 
it  look  easy  as  he  deaked  him  out  for 
the  final  goal  of  the  game. 

The  Falcons  don't  play  another 
home  game  until  Jan.  9, 1999,  vs.  Anna 
Maria  College  at  1  pm. 


The  Point 

would  like  to  wish 
everyone  a  very 
happy  and  safe 
holiday  season. 


Schick  Continued  from  pg  12 


kind  of  boogie  man  entered  the  room. 
All  of  the  sudden  the  ball  wouldn't 
fall  into  the  net  anymore,  a  defensive 
stop  couldn't  be  made,  the  clock  was 
running  out,  but  not  quickly  enough. 
The  Falcons  came  back  and  led  until 
about  ten  minutes  to  go  in  the  half. 
Then  whatever  spell  the  boogie  man 
put  on  the  team  took  its  effect.  The 
game  ended  with  the  "good  girls"  on 
the  wrong  side  of  the  win  57-52. 

Well  FSC  community  it  is  time  for 
us  to  show  up  for  some  of  the  FSC 
Women's  Basketball  games!  I  can't 
think  of  a  better  way  to  get  laryngitis 


than  screaming  for  a  group  of  ener- 
getic young  ball  players.  Christmas  is 
coming  and  you  can  purchase  a  mem- 
bership to  the  Jr.  Falcon  Kids'  Club,  a 
perfect  gift  to  that  child  basketball 
fan.  The  club  is  for  children  from  ages 
1-14.  Members  of  the  club  get  VIP 
privileges.  For  more  specific  informa- 
tion on  the  club  and  to  join  readers 
may  contact  Asst.  Coach  Sheila 
Knower  at  (978)665-4685.  She  runs 
the  club  as  well  as  being  at  Coach 
Wells  side  to  help  run  the  Women's 
FSC  team. 


It's  all  about  indoor  track! 


by  Rhalda  Jansen 

The  indoor  track  Falcons 
started  off  their  season  at 
Coast  Guard  Academy  this 
past  Saturday.  The  meet 
was  not  of  much  impor- 
tance, and  just  a  relaxed 
opener  for  their  new  sea- 
son. The  Coast  Guard  track 
was  nice,  and  the  whole 
event  was  run  pretty  well. 
One  thing  I  would  like  to 
tell  the  designer  of  the  field 
house  is,  to  next  time  just 
make  a  200  meter  track, 
those  1 80  things  are  hard  to  understand 
for  us  poor  athletes!  Even  our  new 
Elmo  mascot  was  confused. 

For  the  men  we  had  some  nice  look- 
ing results,  I  almost  said  'nice  looking 
men',  we  had  those  too...,  but  we  need 
to  be  talking  results  here  right?!  Mark 
Tietor  came  in  6th  in  the  long  jump 
with  19ft.l,  ran  the  200  in  25.13,  the  55 
dash  in  7.08,  and  also  felt  the  need  to 
finish  the  55  hurdles  in  8.79,  placing 
4th.  Impressive  selection  there  Marky 
Mark!  Jay  Bramble  finished  3rd  in  the 
200  meters  with  24.96,  and  also 
showed  us  his  stuff  in  the  dash  final,  by 
coming  in  3rd  with  6.88.  Jimmy  "Dark 
angel"  Darcangelo  had  a  little  trouble 
getting  started  in  the  long  jump,  but 
still  kicked  out  a  18ft.2  last  jump.  He 
jumped  5ft.8  in  the  high  jump,  and  ran 
a  7.22  dash. 

Shaun  "I  finally  got  to  do  pole  vault" 
Grier  placed  4th  in  his  event,  vaulting 
12ft.,  and  doing  something  weird  to  his 
tung.  Just  remember  we've  only  just 
begun  Shaun!  The  Iron  Man  was  back, 
and  ran  a  4.42  1500  meter  race,  and  a 
18.03  5  km,  placing  4th.  Baudu  Bingay 
ran  a  2.21  800  meter  race,  in  his  first 
track  meet  ever.  Newcomer,  and  sur- 
prise of  the  day,  for  me  at  least,  was 
freshman  Anthony  Conso.  He  placed 
2nd  in  the  55  hurdles  with  8.56,  and 
placed  4th  in  the  high  jump  with  5ft.  10. 
Awesome  job  right  there  Anthony! 

The  women  also  had  a  few  surpris- 
es up  their  sleeve.  Starting  with  the 
Christie  sisters,  who  came  in  4th  and 
5th  in  the  1500  meter.  Christie  E.  was 


Indoor  track  team  at  Coast  Guard 
photo  by  Rhalda  Jansen 

the  first  twin  to  cross  the  finish  line  in 

5.25,  followed  by  Christie  A.   with 

5.26.  "Ms.  Barbados"  Jackie  Savoury 
filled  the  #2  spot  in  the  55  meter  dash 
with  7.67.  With  this  she  qualified  for 
the  ECAC's,  and  the  Division  III 
meets.  She  ran  the  open  200  in  28.97, 
and  also  lead  the  4x200  relay  team  to  a 
2.06  time.  You  go  girl!  It's  hard  to  run 
a  relay  on  your  own  though,  so  Cheryl 
Briggs,  Joanie  Gillen,  and  Jane  also 
jammed  a  lap. 

The  Dutch  One  had  a  pretty  good 
day,  finally  running  on  a  track  again 
and  all.  She  won  the  open  800  in  a  time 
of  2.30,  and  placed  second  with  her 
4x800  team,  supported  in  a  great  deal 
by  the  freshchicks:  the  Christies,  and 
Kelly  Gorey.  Kelly  also  ran  an  open 
800  that  day,  finishing  in  3.00.  Good 
job  today  girl,  and  we'll  get  that  shot 
out  there  next  Saturday  at  Harvard! 
Joanie  "my  volleybabe"  Gillen  finished 
5th  in  the  55  hurdles  with  11.01,  and 
jammed  the  open  200  in  32.77.  Captain 
Cheryl  Briggs,  who  is  always  my  sun- 
shine on  a  rainy  day,  ran  the  dash  in 
8.46,  and  finished  the  200  in  32.25. 

Not  a  bad  day  for  the  Falcons,  even 
if  I  say  so  myself.  We  had  a  lot  of  fun, 
and  as  coach  Jellison  puts  it :  "It  was  a 
good  opening  meet  with  no  pressure." 
The  Falcons  are  still  looking  for  new 
team  members,  so  come  out  for  track 
and  contact  coach  Jellison  at  *3494,  or 
look  us  up  at  McKay  Gym.  The  Falcons 
are  running  at  Harvard  next  week,  so 
that  should  be  one  for  the  books! 
RJ. 
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Falcons  on  a  mini-skid 


by  Steven  W.  Beck 

The  Lady  Falcon* s  had  two  games 
last  week  with  which  they  could 
enhance  their  positive  start  if  they 
could  come  out  on  the  other  side  of  the 
games  with  some  wins.  The  first  game 
was  on  Tues..  Dec.  1st  against  the 
Wentworth  women.  The  first  half  was- 
n't looking  to  hopeful  for  the  Falcons. 
They  were  having  a  hard  time  contain- 
ing the  size  of  the  Wentworth  women. 
The  Falcons  can  run  with  anybody  as 
far  as  endurance  is  concerned,  the  prob- 
lem resides  in  the  fact  that  they  have  no 
height  or  size  to  put  on  the  bigger 
women  of  the  opposing  team.  At  first 
Coach  Wells  tried  to  attack  the 
Wentworth  team  by  going  with  the 
defensive  matches,  beings  as  close  to 
size  and  skill  level  as  possible.  Not  an 
awful  lot  of  damage  was  done  with  the 
first  half  score  being  38-31.  Wentworth 
on  top. 

It  was  apparent  that  Coach  Wells  had 
to   try    something   different  or  things 


would  go  the  same  way  in  the  second 
half  as  they  did  in  the  first.  They  still 
matched  up  as  best  they  could  with  size 
and  skill,  but  the  new  look  the  defense 
took  on  was  one  on  speed.  This  didn't 
help  though.  Coach  made  a  great  call 
but  the  Wentworth  team  wanted  to  have 
nothing  to  do  with  a  long  ride  home 
after  a  lose.  The  final  score  of  the  game 
was  85-69.  the  "'bad  guys"  Win.  The 
Falcon's  record  is  now  1-1. 

As  for  outstanding  individual  per- 
formance by  Falcons.  Sarah  Harding 
led  the  stats  line  with  20  points.,  6 
rebounds  and  4  assists.  Right  behind 
her  were  Brandee  Burnap  with  13 
points.  3  rebounds,  4  assists,  all  while 
shooting  71%.  Along  side  her  also  with 
13  points  and  4  rebounds.  Jessica  Peer. 
The  problems  the  Falcons  are  going 
to  have  matching  up  with  height  and 
size  for  the  rest  of  the  year  were  not  a 
factor  in  the  game  on  Thurs..  Dec.  3, 
against  Western  New  England.  Having 
just  one  day  off  to  prepare  for  this  game 
might  not  have  been  the  way  Coach 


Wells  would  have 
liked  the  schedule 
to  be.  but  the 
Falcons  coped 
well.  The  fans 
came  out  to  see 
this  Fitchburg 
State 
Women's/Men's 
double-header. 
They  cheered  w  ith 
all  they  had.  giv- 
ing the     team  its    

home  court  advantage.  During  half-time 
The  SAAC  had  their  special  event  of  the 
night,  a  FCS  All-Star  basketball  five- 
on-five  game,  to  keep  the  crowd  up  on 
the  stands.  Great  performances  were 
delivered  by  the  volleyball  women,  who 
scored  all  three  baskets.  Hey!  It's  not 
always  about  the  score.  I  mean  they  all 
made  it  look  good!  And  after  the  half- 
time  fun.  it  was  on  with  the  real  hoop 
queens  again. 

This  game  was  the  first  game  the 
Falcons  had  played  where  they  matched 


Teamwork  is  the  key  for  women's  bball 
photo  by  Rhalda  Jansen 

up  size  wise  very  well.  The  game  was 
also  close  when  you  look  through  the 
stat.  lines.  The  only  difference  in  this 
game  was  that  Sarah  Harding  had  a 
tough  time  getting  it  going.  Her  team- 
mates definitely  pulled  in  around  her  to 
try  and  pick  up  the  slack  on  the  rope. 
The  Falcons"  team  game  was  great, 
with  Jessica  Peer  assuming  the  roll  as 
temporary  team  leader.  All  seemed  OK 
far  into  the  second  half  of  play,  the 
Falcons"  defense  was  handling  WNEC 
rather  well  when  it  seemed  like  some 


Hockey  team  sighs  relief 


by  Michael  McGonigle 

The  Wallace  Civic  Center  in 
Fitchburg  hosted  some  fantastic  hock- 
ey this  week,  as  the  FSC  Falcons 
matched  up  evenly  with  UMass 
Dartmouth  in  a  3-3  tie.  Hard  hitting  and 
finesse  playing  was  what  this  match-up 
was  all  about.  A  season  low  of  three 
penalties  all  game  proved  to  the  specta- 
tors that  this  chess  match  was  going 
down  to  the  wire. 

Although  undefeated,  the  Falcons 
were  facing  one  of  the  toughest  goalies 
in  the  ECAC.  Ending  last  years  cham- 
pionship season,  was  then  freshman 
Ryan  Sloper.  and  he  was  sure  to  put  out 
another  fine  performance  at  the  Civic 
Center. 

Though  the  game  started  out  w  ith 
hard  play  by  both  teams,  the  Falcons 
scored  first.  Skating  hard  down  the  ice. 
Bob  Rumley  dropped  the  puck  back  to 
Mike  Proulx  who  took  a  slapshot  from 
the  top  of  the  left  face-off  circle  putting 
it  by  Sloper  for  a  1-0  lead  at  8:52  of  the 
first  period.  Protecting  a  1-0  lead  not 


easy  for  Falcon  goalie  Nick  Gangemi. 
but  he  stood  his  ground  well  with  eight 
saves  for  the  period.  The  fans  were  ask- 
ing the  hockey  gods  for  another  goal 
when  FSC's  Jeff  Duross  stepped  on  the 
ice  and  made  something  happen. 
Skating  past  the  redline.  Kevin  Lizotte 
passed  the  puck  to  Gary  Stone  who 
dished  it  to  Duross.  Buying  time  just 
inside  UMass'  blueline.  Duross  scored 
on  a  hard  slapshot.  putting  his  team  up 
2-0.  With  less  than  a  minute  left  in  the 
period.  UMass  had  a  prime  scoring  bid 
right  in  front  of  Gangemi.  but  Jeff 
Brodeur  made  a  great  play  by  clearing 
the  puck  out  of  the  zone. 

Capitalizing  on  your  opponents  mis- 
takes can  make  or  break  the  game. 
Within  a  minute  of  the  second  period. 
FSC's  Darren  Medeiros  had  a  great 
scoring  chance  but  he  missed  the  puck 
as  a  UMass'  defensemen  lifted  his  stick 
up  just  in  time.  This  would  come  back 
to  haunt  the  Falcons  as  UMass  came 
back  the  other  way.  Chris  O'Reilh 
walked  right  in  on  Gangemi  and 
deaked  him  out  for  UMass'  first  goal  of 
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the  game.  A  little  over  three  minutes 
later.  FSC's  defense  broke  down  and 
Shawn  Alles  walked  in  on  Gangemi  for 
the  score,  tying  the  game  at  2-2. 
Gangemi  would  prove  himself  once 
again  with  a  fine  period  of  great  play, 
stoning  UMass  for  the  remainder  of  the 
period  to  keep  his  team  alive. 

An  early  third  period  mistake  proved 
costly  for  the  Falcons.  At  3:31  of  the 
period.  UMass'  Jamie  DiBona  broke  in 
on  Gangemi.  He  made  a  spectacular 
save,  but  with  nobody  there  to  clear  the 
rebound.  Chris  Carboneau  finished  the 
job  to  put  his  team  up  3-2.  Midway 
through  the  period.  UMass  was  called 
for  their  second  consecutive  penalty  in 
four  minutes.  The  power  play  line 
stepped  on  the  ice,  and  Duross  and  Co. 
went  to  work.  Moving  the  puck  around 
the  zone  with  ease,  Duross  and  Lizotte 
found  an  opening  with  Lizotte  passing 
the  puck  to  Tony  Cinquegrano  who 
scored  the  tying  goal  at  12:09.  The 
game  went  to  overtime,  but  no  heroics 
were  performed  by  either  team  as  the 
game  ended.  Gangemi  stopped  28  of  32 
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Schick  Super 

Hoops  Celebrates 

15th  Anniversary 

At  FSC 

The  largest  collegiate  3-on-3  bas- 
ketball tournament  in  the  world 
returns  to  Fitchburg  State  College  on 
Jan  27th  and  28th  from  7  to  1 1  pm. 
in  the  McKay  Gymnasium.  The 
tournament  is  offering  cool  prizes 
and  a  chance  to  compete  against 
other  school  champions  at  one  of  the 
eight  regional  tournaments.  The 
men's  and  women's  winner  at  each 
campus  competition  will  advance  to 
one  of  the  regional  tournaments,  tip 
compete  for  regional  supremacy  in 
an  all-day  event  against  other  area 
schools.  Come  and  participate  in  this 
awesome  intramural  event!  Please 
contact  Mike  Bouzan  at  665-3726 
for  more  information  about  the 
Schick  Super  Hoops  on-campus 
tournament,  or  check  out  the  intra- 
mural board  in  G-Lobby. 


